	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Regular Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, August 11, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, August 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.

President Kelly Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, Vice-President Richard Strickler, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, Robert Rittle, Adam Johnson, Solicitor Alicia Muir, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also in attendance was Casey Kerschner from Herbert, Rowland & Grubic. Absent was Mayor Owen Landes and Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman.
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Robert Rittle to appoint Douglas Shade to the Richland Borough Council to fill the vacancy of former councilmember Shawn Watrous; motion unanimously carried. Secretary Schnoke administered the oath of office.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous month’s meeting minutes. A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on July 14, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months workshop minutes. A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Adam Johnson, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous workshop held on July 28, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
President Bricker opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There was one (1) visitor present. 
Chelsea Peifer – LebTown – No Comment

The following Committee reports were presented to Council: Water Report, Recreation Report, Highway Report, Property Report, Personnel Report, Finance Report, and Safety Report. 
Water Committee – Nothing to report.

Recreation Committee – Nothing to report.

Highway Committee – Nothing to report.  
Property Committee – Nothing to report.
Personnel Committee – Nothing to report.
Finance Committee – Nothing to report.
Safety Committee – Nothing to report.
A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to accept the Committee Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The following reports were presented to the Council: Mayor Report, Road Supervisor Report, Water Report, Office Report, Engineer Report, Solicitor Report, Code Enforcement Report, State Police Report, and Millcreek-Richland Joint Authority Report. 
Mayor Report – No report submitted.
Road Supervisor’s Report – No questions about the report. Benjamin Becker advised that tar & chipping of Walnut Street, pending weather will occur next week, and notice was received that between 8/19/26 & 8/28/26 the railroad tracks will be closed for a period of 3-5 days.
Water Report – No questions about the report.
Office Report – No questions about the report. 
Engineer’s Report – No questions about the report. Casey Kerschner from HRG provided the following updates for ongoing projects.
Elevated Water Storage Trank – LebTown published an article on the groundbreaking ceremony held 7/25/26 for the elevated water storage tank. HRG has been in contact with cell companies and working through issues with the HUD requisition.
	Well No. 9 – Three outstanding issues remain that are preventing project completion, bacteria testing, transducers, and the pressure switch. Bacteria sampling failed again, HRG has been having daily calls with Kinsley and is applying pressure to resolve the issue and reminded them that they are passed the contract completion date by 283 days. Garden Spot will be installing the transducers tomorrow. 
		
	Park Project -	Did not receive Schuylkill mini grant for $15,000. Secretary Schnoke looking into unopened 14-foot alley bordering the phase two area.
	Richland Green – anticipating updated plan submission soon.
SALDO & SWMO Ordinances – working on formatting the ordinances and looking to apply for grant funding for this project.
Solicitor’s Report –No questions about the report. 
Code Enforcement Officer Report – No questions about the report.
Police Report – No questions about the report. 
MRJA Report – Meeting was held August 3, 2026, the next meeting will be held September 14, 2026.
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Douglas Shade, to accept the Officials Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The Financial Reports for July 2026 were submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Robert Rittle to approve the Financial Report, and have it placed on file for Audit. Motion unanimously carried.
The invoices were presented and reviewed by Councilmember Richard Strickler. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Adam Johnson, to pay all the invoices submitted; Motion unanimously carried. 
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Douglas Shade, to ratify the bills paid; Motion unanimously carried.
The following communications were received: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098994]President Bricker recognized the Neptune Fire Company for their actions and heroism during the incident on July 2, 2026, when a vehicle was stuck by the train. The Borough is coordinating with legislators and the fire company on a proclamation of heroism and awards presentation.
· Weidle July 2026 Monthly Municipal Recycling Report  6.63 Tons
· 2 Zoning/Building Permit Application Received
· 3 Zoning/Building Permit Issued.
· PA Municipal Retirement System – Annual investment & earnings review, 2025 financial performance resulted in a surplus, excess interest to be allocated.
· PennDOT – State Transportation Commission adopted the 2027 12-year transportation program.
· PennDOT – Winter maintenance contract year 3 payment $20,879.58.
· Comcast – Q2 2026 Cable Franchise Fee received $5,525.54
· Safety Services & Supply Inc. – Notice of 5-10 day railroad crossing closure starting around August 19th, 2026.

Old Business:
	
Well No. 9
	Project update provided by Casey Kerschner during officials reports.
	Council discussed liquidated damages due to the delayed project completion, HRG and Borough solicitor will coordinate on this issue.

Intersection of Elm Street & Chestnut Street
	PennDOT response letter received, engineering and traffic study was conducted and the results do not support the need for a multi-way stop.

SALDO & SWMO Ordinances
	Project update provided by Casey Kerschner during officials reports.
	A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Robert Rittle to adopt Resolution 2026-19 authorizing application to the PA Municipal Assistance Program; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Douglas Shade to authorize execution of the Worker Protection form for application to the PA Municipal Assistance Program; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Douglas Shade to authorize execution of the PA Municipal Assistance Program commitment letter; motion unanimously carried.

New Business:

A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Robert Rittle to authorize the Richland Fire Police, pending their availability, to provide services to the Borough of Womelsdorf on Sunday, August 30th, 2026, for their annual POW/MIA Ride for Freedom; motion unanimously carried.

President Bricker announced that Council will recess the Regular Session and enter Executive Session at 7:40 p.m. to discuss personnel matters. 
The Council returned from Executive Session at 8:07 p.m. after discussing personnel matters and reconvening the Regular Session with no action taken.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by Adam Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle, to adjourn; motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke,
Richland Borough Secretary 

