	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Regular Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, July 14, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, July 14, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The Vice-President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.

Vice-President Richard Strickler called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Vice-President Strickler completed roll call, Present were Vice-President Richard Strickler, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, Robert Rittle, Adam Johnson, Mayor Owen Landes, Solicitor Andrew George, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also in attendance was Casey Kerschner from Herbert, Rowland & Grubic. Absent was President Kelly Bricker and Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman.
The Vice-President asked for a motion to approve the previous month’s meeting minutes. A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on June 9, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
The Vice-President asked for a motion to approve the previous months workshop minutes. A motion was made by Adam Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous workshop held on June 23, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
The Vice-President opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There was one (1) visitor present. 
Chelsea Peifer – LebTown – No Comment

The following Committee reports were presented to Council: Water Report, Recreation Report, Highway Report, Property Report, Personnel Report, Finance Report, and Safety Report. 
Water Committee – Nothing to report.

Recreation Committee – Nothing to report.

Highway Committee – Nothing to report.  Committee chair Larry Hartman directed public works to clean the storm water grate located at the bottom of W. Main Street.
Property Committee – Nothing to report.
Personnel Committee – Nothing to report.
Finance Committee – Nothing to report.
Safety Committee – Nothing to report.
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to accept the Committee Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The following reports were presented to the Council: Mayor Report, Road Supervisor Report, Water Report, Office Report, Engineer Report, Solicitor Report, Code Enforcement Report, State Police Report, and Millcreek-Richland Joint Authority Report. 
Mayor Report – No report submitted. Mayor Landes questioned the condition of a property and was advised by Secretary Schnoke that the issue has already been forwarded to Kraft Municipal Group.
Road Supervisor’s Report – No questions about the report. Benjamin Becker advised that tar & chipping of Walnut Street is anticipated to occur around the end of July beginning of August.
Water Report – No questions about the report.
Office Report – No questions about the report. 
Engineer’s Report – No questions about the report. Casey Kerschner from HRG provided the following updates for ongoing projects.
Elevated Water Storage Trank – CB&I will be mobilizing July 20, 2026. Groundbreaking ceremony is to be held at 10:00 A.M. on July 25, 2026, Casey Kerschner provided to Council for review a draft press release and poster for the groundbreaking ceremony. 
	Well No. 9 – Waiting for SIM cards which are required for Tri-Star to continue, Bacteria testing continues to fail, Kinsley is disassembling the contact pipe to flush it so they can identify and resolve the issue, HRG is involved and actively pushing to keep things moving.
		
	Park Project -	pre-construction meeting held June 30, 2026, looking into property boundaries.
Richland Railroad Diner – financial security estimate approved. 
SALDO & SWMO Ordinances – project assignment agreement prepared for Council.
Solicitor’s Report –No questions about the report. 
Code Enforcement Officer Report – No questions about the report.
Police Report – No questions about the report. 
MRJA Report – Meeting was held July 6, 2026, the next meeting will be held August 3, 2026.
A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman, to accept the Officials Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The Financial Reports for June 2026 were submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Adam Johnson to approve the Financial Report, and have it placed on file for Audit. Motion unanimously carried.
The invoices were presented and reviewed by Councilmember Matthew Johnson. A motion was made by Adam Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle, to pay all the invoices submitted; Motion unanimously carried. 
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Robert Rittle, to ratify the bills paid; Motion unanimously carried.
The following communications were received: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098994]Weidle June 2026 Monthly Municipal Recycling Report  4.61 Tons
· 4 Zoning/Building Permit Application Received
· 4 Zoning/Building Permit Issued.
· Diversified – Update letter regarding single sign-on errors.
· PennDOT – Severe winter weather adjustment payment received $8,043.05.
· Comcast – Severe weather preparedness resource notice.

Old Business:
	
Richland Railroad Diner
	Act 537 Planning exemption approval letter received.
Per HRG’s review financial security in the amount of $160,708.00 is required. Secretary Schnoke advised the Letter of Credit & Improvement Guarantee Agreement have been received. A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Matthew Johnson to acknowledge financial security in the amount of $160,708.00 and authorize execution of the Improvement Guarantee Agreement for the Richland Railroad Diner Project; motion unanimously carried.

SALDO & SWMO Ordinances
	Casey Kerschner advised that the scope of services for this project was approved at the previous meeting. A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman to ratify the execution of the project assignment agreement for the SALDO & Stormwater Ordinances; motion unanimously carried.

Trash Contract
	Notice to bidders was advertised in the Lebanon Daily News 7/13/26 and will be published again on 7/17/26.
	Bid packets have been sent via mail and email to 19 companies.
	Mandatory pre-bid conference will be held on July 27, 2026.
	Bids are due by 4:00 P.M. on 8/25/26 & will be opened and recorded at the workshop meeting that evening.
	The contract will be awarded at the 9/8/26 Council meeting.

End of Summer Back to School Party
	To be held at the Richland Borough Park on August 15, 2026, from 11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

New Business:

Voluntary Water Conservation
	Benjamin Becker advised DEP has declared a drought warning for Lebanon County. Due to the ongoing drought conditions, Richland Borough Water is asking all users to voluntarily conserve water and reduce usage by 10-15% until further notice. Council directed Secretary Schnoke to send an alert to all water customers.

Vice-President Strickler announced that Council will recess the Regular Session and enter Executive Session at 7:34 p.m. to discuss personnel matters. 
The Council returned from Executive Session at 7:57 p.m. after discussing personnel matters and reconvening the Regular Session with no action taken.

Council requested Secretary Schnoke to send a thank you letter to the Pennsylvania State Police for their assistance during the Big Boy Train tour through Richland Borough on July 7, 2026.

Vice-President Strickler asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by Adam Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle, to adjourn; motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke,
Richland Borough Secretary 

