	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Regular Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, June 9, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.

President Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, Vice-President Richard Strickler, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, Robert Rittle, Adam Johnson, Solicitor Andrew George, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also in attendance was Casey Kerschner from Herbert, Rowland & Grubic. Absent were Councilmember Shawn Watrous, Mayor Owen Landes, and Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous month’s meeting minutes. A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on May 12, 2026, with the correction of the identified spelling error; motion unanimously carried.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months workshop minutes. A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous workshop held on May 26, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
President Bricker opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There were three (3) visitors’ present. 
Chelsea Peifer – LebTown – No Comment

Tom Matteson – Diehm & Sons – To be addressed under old business.

Brianna Laliberte – To be addressed under new business.

The following Committee reports were presented to Council: Water Report, Recreation Report, Highway Report, Property Report, Personnel Report, Finance Report, and Safety Report. 
Water Committee – Nothing to report.

Recreation Committee – Nothing to report.

Highway Committee – Nothing to report.
Property Committee – Nothing to report.
Personnel Committee – Nothing to report.
Finance Committee – Nothing to report.
Safety Committee – President Bricker advised a new committee chair will need to be appointed.
A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman, to accept the Committee Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The following reports were presented to the Council: Mayor Report, Road Supervisor Report, Water Report, Office Report, Engineer Report, Solicitor Report, Code Enforcement Report, State Police Report, and Millcreek-Richland Joint Authority Report. 
Mayor Report – No report submitted.
Road Supervisor’s Report – No questions about the report. President Bricker noted that the borough was not given advanced notice of the railroad crossing closure.
Water Report – No questions about the report.
Office Report – No questions about the report. 
Engineer’s Report – No questions about the report. Casey Kerschner from HRG provided the following updates for ongoing projects.
	Well No. 9 – Garden Spot, HRG, & Keystone worked to move forward with the change order and the Borough will be receiving a check from Keystone as reimbursement for the change order. Solicitor George will review the release agreement from Keystone. President Bricker thanked Keystone for making things right. Kinsley is still working to resolve the bacteria sample issue.
	
Elevated Water Storage Trank – steel fabrication has begun. Property owners along Spayd’s lane impacted by tree trimming to be contacted by the contractor. Secretary Schnoke to send notices to all properties bordering Spayd’s lane notifying of construction start date. 	
Richland Railroad Diner – Casey Kerschner introduced Tom Matteson from Diehm & Sons and several members of the Railroad Diner who were present to review and discuss several plan comments. The conditions below were agreed.
1. Damage to Apple Alley resulting from construction will be the responsibility of the applicant. If a full mill & overlay is pursued, the Borough would be willing to enter some sort of contribution agreement. Detailed pre-construction photos have been recorded.
1. Access drive throat 24’ at the intersection with S. Race in lieu of the current 22’ if the change does not compromise rear parking area.
1. Identify building downspout locations to ensure placement at advantageous locations. The Borough is satisfied with discharging downspouts into the streets gutter line, in lieu-of across the sidewalk in accordance with Borough Ordinance No. 393 for Installation & Maintenance of Curbs, Sidewalks, & Driveways. 
1. Financial Security will be required of the applicant. If the County does not require Financial Security the applicant will enter into with the Borough a Developers/Financial Security Agreement that may include additional language regarding Apple Alley. 
1. Installation of water meter pit.
1. Installation of NPS signage along the frontage of the property, in addition to yellow painted curb.
Park Project – kick off meeting to be held in the next couple weeks. Closing NPDES permit from Phase 1, and YSM is handling the maintenance guarantee. 
Solicitor’s Report –No questions about the report. 
Code Enforcement Officer Report – No questions about the report.
Police Report – No questions about the report. 
MRJA Report – Meeting was held June 1, 2026, the next meeting will be held July 6, 2026. 
A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Richard Strickler, to accept the Officials Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The Financial Reports for May 2026 were submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Adam Johnson to approve the Financial Report, and have it placed on file for Audit. Motion unanimously carried.
The invoices were presented and reviewed by Vice President Richard Strickler. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to pay all the invoices submitted; Motion unanimously carried. 
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Robert Rittle, to ratify the bills paid; Motion unanimously carried.
The following communications were received: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098994]Weidle May 2026 Monthly Municipal Recycling Report  4.02 Tons
· 2 Zoning/Building Permit Application Received
· 5 Zoning/Building Permit Issued.
· Dept. of Transportation – State Police fines received $286.85.
· Trinity Tulpehocken Church – Fill the truck event June 16th 9am-11am.

Old Business:

Well No. 9 Project
	Project update provided during engineer’s report.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Richard Strickler to authorize & execute Garden Spot Electric Change Order No. 3 in the amount of $23,619.56; motion unanimously carried.
	Benjamin Becker advised he received 2 quotes for the facilities fencing for Well No. 9
1. Myerstown Sheds & Fencing $7,550.73
2. AKA The Fence Company $9,076.95
	A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Matthew Johnson to approve the quote for Well No. 9 facilities fencing from Myerstown Sheds & Fencing in the amount of $7,550.73; motion unanimously carried.
		
Elevated Water Storage Tank
	Project update provided during engineer’s report. 
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Adam Johnson to authorize & execute CB&I Payment Application No. 1 in the amount of $406,800.00; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize a HUD Requisition in the amount of $406,800.00; motion unanimously carried.

SALDO & SWMO Ordinances
	HRG is working to prepare the scope of services for this project; this matter was tabled.

Trash Contract
	Council discussed the potential one- or two-year extensions available to the current refuse contract versus bidding the contract. Additionally, council discussed different bidding options to potentially maximize cost savings. Secretary Schnoke was advised to get approximate contract pricing for the extension options and to obtain pricing information from other companies for comparison.	

New Business:

Municipal EMC Briefing
		Richland Borough EMC Brianna Laliberte provided a quarterly briefing.

Richland Community Days
	To be held on June 13, 2026, on Pine Street from 8am-1pm
	Food Truck, Drinks, & vendors will be present.

Community Outreach Flyer
	A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Matthew Johnson to approve the inclusion of the Community Outreach Flyer with the Q2 2026 water bill mailing; motion unanimously carried.

Millcreek-Richland Joint Authority Board Appointment
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman to approve the appointment of James Niethammer to the Millcreek-Richland Joint Authority Board to occupy the vacant seat as assistant secretary for the remainder of a five-year term expiring December 31, 2028; motion unanimously carried.

End of Summer Back to School Party
	A motion was made by Adam Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle to approve the End of Summer Back to School Party to be held on August 15, 2026, at the Richland Borough Park; motion unanimously carried.

President Bricker announced that Council will recess the Regular Session and enter Executive Session at 8:01 p.m. to discuss legal matters.
The Council returned from Executive Session at 8:33 p.m. after discussing legal matters and reconvening the Regular Session with no action taken.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Adam Johnson, to adjourn; motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke,
Richland Borough Secretary 

