	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Workshop Meeting
	                                                                                                     Tuesday, May 26, 2026, 6:30 p.m.
A workshop meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.
  
President Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Workshop Meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, Vice-President Richard Strickler, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, Robert Rittle, Adam Johnson, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, and Road Laborer & Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also, in attendance Casey Kerschner from HRG, Adam Menko from Keystone Engineering Group, and Glenn Bertolet from Kraft Municipal Group. Absent was Councilmember Shawn Watrous, Mayor Owen Landes, and Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman. 

There were no Citizens or visitors present.

Old Business:

Kraft Municipal Group
	Glenn Bertolet provided a summary of enforcement procedures.
· When a complaint is received, Kraft investigates and an NOV is sent & property is given 20-30 days to correct the issue.
· After correction time has passed a follow up is completed by Kraft, if property remains non-compliant a final NOV is issued giving half the original correction time (10-15 days)
· After correction time has passed a follow up is completed by Kraft, if property remains non-compliant depending on the issue the actions taken include posting & issuing a ticket, filing a non-traffic citation through district justice office.
Glenn Bertolet asked Council to provide direction regarding enforcement action to be pursued for a couple dilapidated structures that remain non-compliant. Council briefly discussed this matter and tabled this issue for further discussion with the Borough solicitor.

Elevated Water Storage Tank
	A pre-construction meeting is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on May 27th, 2026.

Well No. 9 Project
	Casey Kerschner provided a brief update, radio and cellular reception were tested at the current water tank, test confirmed cellular signal is successful and radio signal is not. 
	Adam Menko with Keystone Engineering Group presented six options for communications, Mr. Menko explained each option as well as the pros, cons, and feasibility of each option and why cellular communications is being recommended. The estimate to switch to cellular is $25,000, Keystone Engineering Group is willing to cover $21,000 plus the equipment to make good on their error in the original design, essentially switching Well No. 9 to cellular communications at no cost to the Borough.
	Casey Kerschner and Keystone Engineering Group will communicate with Garden Spot Electric to get the details regarding the change order, equipment, and materials finalized for approval at the June meeting.
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize and execute Kinsley Construction payment application #8 in the amount of $46,437.75; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize a PennVEST requisition in the amount of $46,437.75; motion unanimously carried.
	Facilities Fencing & Easement Gates – this matter was tabled to acquire price quotes.

Richland Green Update
	They have an NPDES permit. No new updates, President Bricker to follow up with Hess.

SALDO Update
	Casey Kerschner with HRG reviewing the proposal and tying stormwater into it.

New Business:

Neptune Fire Company
	Stan Smith provided a quarterly update.
· To date 123 total calls (78 Fire & 45 QRS)
· On 5/5/26 responded to 139 S. Race Street for a Cardiac Arrest, administered AED, patient was revived and is now back home, will be putting in for all those involved in saving this life to receive recognition.
· Discussions occurred regarding ambulance response pertaining to dispatch procedure, jurisdiction, and who dictates this.  
· Submitting for LSA grant in September.
· Planning for a 20x25 addition to firehall to house decontamination equipment.
· With carcinogen and cancer concerns, applying to FEMA for grant to get industrial washer & extractor to decon fire gear.

Trash Contract
	Secretary Schnoke advised the current contract with Weidle expires 12/31/26. Secretary Schnoke is investigating ways to save money. One option being considered is the Borough contracting refuse/recycling collection & transportation with the Borough paying disposal costs, this option would eliminate the bidders having to estimate/guess the tonnage they will be required to collect, additionally if the Borough pays for trash disposal costs a $4 per ton rebate would be received from GLRA. The bid could be advertised as the current service with an alternate for the Borough paying disposal costs so we could see the price of both options. Secretary Schnoke will continue to gather additional information for further consideration.

Casey Kerschner advised he would like to start the process of looking into grants that could be pursued for future water system improvements.

President Bricker advised she received notice that Rob Hallman and Joshua Kennedy with HRG have resigned and wished them the best.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough, with no additional matters presented a motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Adam Johnson, to adjourn. Motion unanimously carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m.



Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke,
Richland Borough Secretary 
