	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Regular Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, May 12, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, May 12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.

President Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, Vice-President Richard Strickler, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, Adam Johnson, Mayor Owen Landes, Solicitor Andrew George, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also in attendance was Casey Kerschner from Herbert, Rowland & Grubic. Absent were Councilmembers Robert Rittle, Shawn Watrous, and Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous month’s meeting minutes. A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on April 14, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months workshop minutes. A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous workshop held on April 28, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
President Bricker opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There were two (2) visitors’ present. 
Chelsea Peifer – LebTown – No Comment

Adam Menko – Keystone Engineering Group – Will be addressed under Well No. 9 project.

The following Committee reports were presented to Council: Water Report, Recreation Report, Highway Report, Property Report, Personnel Report, Finance Report, and Safety Report. 
Water Committee – Nothing to report.

Recreation Committee – Nothing to report.

Highway Committee – Nothing to report.
Property Committee – Nothing to report.
Personnel Committee – Nothing to report.
Finance Committee – Nothing to report.
Safety Committee – Nothing to report.
A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman, to accept the Committee Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The following reports were presented to the Council: Mayor Report, Road Supervisor Report, Water Report, Office Report, Engineer Report, Solicitor Report, Code Enforcement Report, State Police Report, and Millcreek-Richland Joint Authority Report. 
Mayor Report – No questions about report. Mayor Owen Landes attended the Loyalty Day Program at Myerstown VFW and will be putting flags up July 4th.
Road Supervisor’s Report – No questions about the report. Benjamin Becker advised Spring clean ups went well.
Water Report – No questions about the report.
Office Report – No questions about the report. 
Engineer’s Report – No questions about the report. Casey Kerschner from HRG provided the following updates for ongoing projects.
Elevated Water Storage Trank – May 27th pre-construction meeting scheduled with CB&I.
	Well No. 9 – Kinsley is retesting for bacteria, need two consecutive negative samples. Radio antenna issue is still unresolved, Keystone Engineering Group recommending abandoning all radio/antenna communications & move to cellular communications for Well No. 9 and the Tank, Change Order to implement cellular communications for Well No. 9 is $25,000. Casey Kerschner introduced Adam Menko from Keystone who was in attendance to explain why the original specs including radio communications will not work and switching to cellular communications is recommended.
		Council expressed their great displeasure with this design error, project delay, & the additional expenses associated with the required change in communication design. Council highlighted that this error was on Keystone in their design & that Keystone should cover the cost of the required change in communication design.
		Adam Menko explained why the project was designed with cellular communications and why cellular communications are not working despite computer models predicting they would. Keystone acknowledged this is their mistake and is working to make it right. To exhaust all options for radio communications, Adam Menko will Climb current water tank to definitively confirm radio communications will not work. Casey Kerschner and Adam Menko will communicate to work out details and put options together for the workshop meeting.
		
	Park Project -	YSM revised phase 2 cost opinion, applied for $196,500 CFA grant and $15,000 Schuykill Highlands mini-grant.
Millbach Water Line Extension – No Updates.
Main Street Stormwater Conveyance Pipe – No Updates.
Richland Green Development – No Updates.
SALDO – putting together proposal to copy & paste Lebanon County’s ordinance with additions to adopt and get in place to gain control of review and then pursue grant money to amend the ordinance to fit the Borough’s needs.
Richland Railroad Diner – review and get update letter out.
Elm Street & Chestnut Street Intersection – PennDOT will be out in 60 days to do a traffic study.
Solicitor’s Report –No questions about the report. 
Code Enforcement Officer Report – No questions about the report.
Police Report – No questions about the report. 
MRJA Report – Meeting was held May 4, 2026, the next meeting will be held June 1, 2026. President Bricker advised there is still a vacant position for Richland that needs to be appointed.
A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Adam Johnson, to accept the Officials Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The Financial Reports for April 2026 were submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman to approve the Financial Report, and have it placed on file for Audit. Motion unanimously carried.
The invoices were presented and reviewed by Councilmember Matthew Johnson. A motion was made by Adam Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman, to pay all the invoices submitted; Motion unanimously carried. 
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Richard Strickler, to ratify the bills paid; Motion unanimously carried.
The following communications were received: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098994]Weidle April 2026 Monthly Municipal Recycling Report  4.86 Tons
· 6 Zoning/Building Permit Application Received
· 4 Zoning/Building Permit Issued.
· Comcast – Q1 2026 Cable Franchise Fee received $5,702.37.
· Comcast – Notice to inform currently unauthorized to carry NFL Network or NFL RedZone.
· Professional Recyclers of PA – Notice to support PA Battery Bill.
· Lebanon Co. Conservation District – Notice that 2026 Mosquito & Tick surveillance has begun.
· PennDOT – Notice of Bridge cleaning on I-81 & I-78.
· Lebanon Co. Planning – Notice of railroad crossing repairs.
· PMRS – 2025 Financial Activity Reports for Non-uniform & Police pension plans.

Old Business:

Well No. 9 Project
	Project update provided during engineer’s report.
		
Elevated Water Storage Tank
	Project update provided during engineer’s report. Additionally, President Bricker advised that a list of inspections to be performed by Kraft Municipal Group was received.

Millbach Water Line Extension – no update.

Main Street Stormwater Pipe – no update.
	
Park Project
	Update provided during engineer’s report. 
	A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Matthew Johnson to adopt Resolution 2026-16 authorizing the Borough to submit a Greenway’s, Trails, & Recreation Program grant application in the amount of $196,512.00; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Adam Johnson to authorize the execution of the FCA programs Division Greenway’s, Trails, & Recreation program matching funds commitment letter; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Adam Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman to adopt Resolution 2026-17 authorizing the Borough to submit a Schuylkill Highlands Mini-Grant application in the amount of $15,000.00; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize the execution of the Schuylkill Highlands Mini-Grant matching funds commitment letter; motion unanimously carried.

Richland Green Development
	Update provided during engineer’s report.
	
Richland Railroad Diner
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Adam Johnson to approve and execute the DEP Planning Card – Public Sewer Exemption; motion unanimously carried.
	Amotion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Richard Strickler to conditionally approve the water design plan as submitted; motion unanimously carried.

SALDO & SWMO Ordinances
	Update provided during engineer’s report.

Elm Street/Chestnut Street Intersection
	President Bricker advised PennDOT sent a letter stating they will be performing a traffic study within the next 60 days.

Knox Box Ordinance
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman to enact Ordinance No. 405 Knox Box Ordinance; motion unanimously carried.

2026 Road Repairs 
	Sealed bids were opened & recorded at the April 28th workshop meeting, 3 bids were received.
1. H&K Group, Inc. $93,564.00
2. Martin Paving, Inc. $90,876.00
3. New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co., Inc. $93,360.00
Bid Packets were reviewed by the Borough Solicitor.
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Adam Johnson to award the 2026 Road Repairs Project to Martin Paving, Inc., in the amount of $90,876.00; motion unanimously carried.
No Nonsense Neutering Vouchers
	Secretary Schnoke provided a summary of the program.
· The Borough purchases & maintains vouchers.
· Unused vouchers can carry over to the next year.
· Residents using vouchers can coordinate appointments through Dana or do it themselves.
· Millcreek Twp & Marion Twp currently participate with NNN Vouchers and South Lebanon Twp participates with Nobody’s Cats vouchers.
After discussing this matter council decided not to participate in the voucher program at this time but will continue to promote the TNR program.	

New Business:
	No new business for this meeting.

President Bricker announced that Council will recess the Regular Session and enter Executive Session at 8:13 p.m. to discuss matters involving potential litigation regarding some properties that are unkept. 
The Council returned from Executive Session at 8:45 p.m. after discussing legal matters and reconvening the Regular Session with no action taken.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Adam Johnson, to adjourn; motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke,
Richland Borough Secretary 

