	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Regular Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, February 10, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, February 10, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.

President Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, Vice-President Richard Strickler, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, Robert Rittle, Shawn Watrous, Mayor Owen Landes, Solicitor Andrew George, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also in attendance was James Kinney from Herbert, Rowland & Grubic. Absent was Councilmember Mark Brubaker and Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months meeting minutes. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Shawn Watrous, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous reorganization meeting held on January 5, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months special meeting minutes. A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous special meeting held on January 13, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months workshop minutes. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Robert Rittle, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous workshop held on January 27, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
President Bricker opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There were four (4) visitor’s present. 
Michelle Voydik – 29 N. Race Street – Expressed gratitude to Ben Becker & Dwight Belleman for their efforts during her uncle’s water leak. Michelle Voydik expressed displeasure, stating it took 47 minutes to receive a return phone call when calling the after-hours emergency number listed on the Borough’s voicemail, and she had to call 911. President Bricker apologized for her displeasure but clarified this is not her full time job, her number is listed as an emergency contact as a courtesy, and she returned her call as soon as possible which was 38 minutes later; additionally after hours water emergency contact information is listed on the Borough’s website and she did the correct by contacting 911 as they will ensure the proper authorities are contacted and dispatched.

Angelina Marko & Kathy Yang – Representatives of Lebanon County America 250th Committee –Angelina Marko & Kathy Yang introduced themselves and provided an overview of the program. The committee is requesting municipalities to sponsor the event in the amount of $250.00.
	A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Shawn Watrous to sponsor the America 250th parade in the amount of $250.00; motion unanimously carried.
The America 250th Committee also requested that the Borough adopt a Resolution to participate in and support the 250th anniversary.
	A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Matthew Johnson to adopt Resolution 2026-13 Supporting the Pennsylvania Commission for the United States Semi quincentennial (America250PA); motion unanimously carried.
	Secretary Schnoke advised the Resolution number provided was incorrect. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Robert Rittle to amend Resolution 2026-13 to Resolution 2026-14; motion unanimously carried.

Christopher Snyder – 818 E. Linden Street – Inquired what work is currently being performed on E. Linden Street. Ben Becker advised the work being performed is part of a Millcreek Richland Joint Sewer Authority project, they are replacing a portion of the sewer forced main and they are currently drilling holes to verify service line locations in preparation for the underground boring to run the new forced main.

Chelsea Peifer – LebTown – No Comment

The following Committee reports were presented to Council: Water Report, Highway Report, Property Report, Finance Report, Safety Report, and Personnel Report. 
Water Committee – Nothing to report.

Recreation Committee – Nothing to report.

Highway Committee – Nothing to report.
Property Committee – Nothing to report.
Personnel Committee – Nothing to report.
Finance Committee – Nothing to report.
Safety Committee – Nothing to report.
A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to accept the Committee Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The following reports were presented to the Council: Mayor Report, Road Supervisor Report, Office Report, Solicitor Report, Code Enforcement, and State Police Report. 
Mayor Report – No report submitted. 
Road Supervisor’s Report – No questions about the report. Ben Becker advised the salt supply is good and the SUV transmission is acting up so they are getting it looked at.
Water Report – No questions about the report.
Office Report – No questions about the report. 
Engineer’s Report – No questions about the report. James Kinney from HRG provided the following updates for ongoing projects.
Elevated Water Storage Trank – CB&I is submitting shop drawings and conversation taking place regarding next steps.

Well No. 9 – VFD has arrived, tentative startup for VFD & Well scheduled for 2/12. Full start up and utilization of the well cannot occur until DEP can be onsite. DEP visit will be rescheduled once tentative startup successfully completed. The problem with the antenna’s was due to Garden Spot Electric using the wrong antennas, this matter is being resolved, and liquidated damages are still in consideration.

	Park Project – will discuss NPDES permit closeout at workshop.
Millbach Water Line Extension – PA Small Water Grant in the amount of $200,000 was awarded to the Borough. LSA grant application was submitted and will grant awards to take place in Fall 2026. Additional funding to be explored.
N. Race Street Restoration – still in contact with PennDOT regarding the ADA ramp on S. Race street.
Richland Green Development – submitted a new set of plans, still have not provided fire flow numbers, and at a quick glance appears they have not addressed any of the concerns from the County meeting, so this is being monitored.
Annual Water Reports – Jeff Bologa is working on the annual reports to ensure submission by the deadline.
Solicitor’s Report –No questions about the report. Solicitor George advised liens were filed against 15 E. Main Street and 1 Parkview Drive, additionally the sherif sale of 1 Parkview Drive was postponed to April.
Code Enforcement Officer Report – No questions about the report.
Police Report – No questions about the report. 
MRJA Report – Meeting was held February 2, 2026, the next meeting will be held March 2, 2026. President Bricker advised there is still a vacant position for Richland that needs to be appointed.
A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Richard Strickler, to accept the Officials Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The Financial Reports for January 2026 were submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. A motion was made by Shawn Watrous, seconded by Robert Rittle to approve the Financial Report, and have it placed on file for Audit. Motion unanimously carried.
The invoices were presented and reviewed by Councilmember Matthew Johnson. A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Richard Strickler, to pay all the invoices submitted; Motion unanimously carried. 
A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman, to ratify the bills paid; Motion unanimously carried.
The following communications were received: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098994]Weidle January 2026 Monthly Municipal Recycling Report  6.5 Tons
· 4 Zoning/Building Permit Application Received
· 5 Zoning/Building Permit Issued.
· FirstEnergy Pennsylvania  LED Streetlight conversion & repair program.
· Neptune Special Fire Police  Thank you letter.
· Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry Bureau of Occupational & Industrial Safety  Uniform construction code 5-year audit summary letter.

Old Business:

Well No. 9 – project update provided by James Kinney during engineer’s report.
	
Elevated Water Storage Tank - project update provided by James Kinney during engineer’s report.
	President Bricker advised that PennVEST funding successfully settled on January 15th, 2026 and thanked Andrew George, Peter Edleman, and James Kinney for all of their assistance.
	President Bricker advised that CB&I executed the notice to proceed & is currently working on preparing shop drawings and RFI’s.

Millbach Water Line Extension - project update provided by James Kinney during engineer’s report.
	President Bricker advised that the Borough was awarded a PA Small Water Grant in the amount of $200,000.00.

Playground Project - project update provided by James Kinney during engineer’s report.
	President Bricker advised that the Borough was awarded a DCNR grant in the amount of $176,700.00 for phase two.

Richland Green Development - project update provided by James Kinney during engineer’s report.
	President Bricker advised a new plan submission was received and is being reviewed.

New Business:

Richland Heritage Society – President Bricker advised Gary Althouse asked if Pine Street can be closed and utilized for food trucks for the annual community days again this year.

TCC Delegation (Lebanon County Tax Collection Committee) – Solicitor Andrew George provided an overview of the committee’s purpose and appointment process and advised that the appointment process has inadvertently been handled incorrectly since 2018. After discussion it was decided that going forward coordination to create a rotating appointment schedule be created and adopted for all the municipalities involved.
	A motion was made by Shawn Watrous, seconded by Larry Hartman to approve the appointment of Tom Houtz & the reappointment of alternate Warren Weaver to the Lebanon County TCC; motion unanimously carried.

Councilmember Resignation – President Bricker advised that councilmember Mark Brubaker’s resignation letter was received, and shared his remarks. Solicitor Andrew George advised that council has 45 days to accept the resignation and once accepted 30 days to appoint a new official.
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to table the acceptance of Mark Brubaker’s resignation; motion unanimously carried.

President Bricker announced that Council will recess the Regular Session and enter Executive Session at 7:44 p.m. to discuss personnel & legal matters. 
The Council returned from Executive Session at 7:55 p.m. after discussing personnel & legal matters and reconvening the Regular Session with no action taken.

Employee Handbook Amendment – A motion was made by Shawn Watrous, seconded by Larry Hartman to approve the Richland Borough Employee Handbook amendment effective April 22, 2025, clarifying employee eligibility for compensation “comp” time; motion unanimously carried.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to adjourn. Motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke,
Richland Borough Secretary 

