	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Regular Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, April 14, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, April 14, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.

President Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, Vice-President Richard Strickler, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, Shawn Watrous, Mayor Owen Landes, Solicitor Andrew George, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also in attendance was Casey Kerschner from Herbert, Rowland & Grubic. Absent were Councilmember Robert Rittle and Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman.
Council Vacancy Appointment
	A motion was made by Shawn Watrous, seconded by Larry Hartman to appoint Adam Johnson to the Richland Borough Council to fill the vacancy of former councilmember Mark Brubaker; motion unanimously carried.
	Mayor Owen Landes administered the oath of office to swear Adam Johnson into Office.
	President Bricker introduced Adam Johnson to the council members.

The President asked for a motion to approve the previous month’s meeting minutes. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on March 10, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months workshop minutes. A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous workshop held on March 24, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
President Bricker opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There were three (3) visitors’ present. 
Dana Moyer – 107 Walnut Street – provided an update regarding the TNR program and requested council to consider the No Nonsense Neutering Voucher program. Dana reported that fundraising has been successful, and No-Nonsense Neutering is bringing transport van to Myerstown May 6th you can get a can fixed with shots for $100.00. This year 12 cats have been fixed in the Borough.

Chelsea Peifer – LebTown – No Comment

Michelle Voydik – 29 N. Race Street – No Comment.

The following Committee reports were presented to Council: Water Report, Recreation Report, Highway Report, Property Report, Personnel Report, Finance Report, and Safety Report. 
Water Committee – Nothing to report.

Recreation Committee – Nothing to report. Benjamin Becker advised that the slit seeding & over seeding is complete, seeded areas should not be mowed until seeds begin to germinate so these areas will be a little overgrown for a little.

Highway Committee – Nothing to report. Benjamin Becker advised signposts for radar speed signs should arrive this week.
Property Committee – Nothing to report.
Personnel Committee – Nothing to report.
Finance Committee – Nothing to report.
Safety Committee – Nothing to report.
A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Richard Strickler, to accept the Committee Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The following reports were presented to the Council: Mayor Report, Road Supervisor Report, Water Report, Office Report, Engineer Report, Solicitor Report, Code Enforcement Report, State Police Report, and Millcreek-Richland Joint Authority Report. 
Mayor Report – No report submitted. 
Road Supervisor’s Report – No questions about the report. Benjamin Becker advised that street sweeping is complete, it went well and residents were great with parking off street; sidewalks were blown off; reservoir cleaning is scheduled for April 22, 2026.
Water Report – No questions about the report.
Office Report – No questions about the report. 
Engineer’s Report – No questions about the report. Casey Kerschner from HRG provided the following updates for ongoing projects.
Richland Green Development – No response to comments.
Source Water Protection Plan & DRBC Audit – completed.
SALDO and Stormwater Management Ordinances – will discuss at workshop meeting.
Richland Railroad Diner – plans being reviewed and discussed, water capacity request form to be submitted, some of the Borough’s comments have been addressed by the project engineer, stormwater issues being discussed between county and developer.
Elm Street & Chestnut Street Intersection – Summarized concerns expressed regarding the intersection with the increased traffic that the development will bring. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Shawn Watrous to authorize Casey Kerschner to send a letter to PennDOT District 8 to evaluate the intersection of Chestnut Street & Elm Street; motion unanimously carried.
Solicitor’s Report –No questions about the report. 
Code Enforcement Officer Report – No questions about the report.
Police Report – No questions about the report. 
MRJA Report – Meeting was held April 6, 2026, the next meeting will be held Mey 4, 2026. President Bricker advised there is still a vacant position for Richland that needs to be appointed.
A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to accept the Officials Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The Financial Reports for February 2026 were submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman to approve the Financial Report, and have it placed on file for Audit. Motion unanimously carried.
The Financial Reports for March 2026 were submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. A motion was made by Shawn Watrous, seconded by Richard Strickler to approve the Financial Report, and have it placed on file for Audit. Motion unanimously carried.
The invoices were presented and reviewed by Councilmember Matthew Johnson. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Richard Strickler, to pay all the invoices submitted; Motion unanimously carried. 
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to ratify the bills paid; Motion unanimously carried.
The following communications were received: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098994]Weidle March 2026 Monthly Municipal Recycling Report  4.48 Tons
· 2 Zoning/Building Permit Application Received
· 3 Zoning/Building Permit Issued.
· Dept. of the Auditor General  Neptune Fire Co. VFRA Compliance Audit Report.
· Greater Lebanon Refuse Authority  Free Paper Shredding Event 6/26/2026.
· Richland Community Library  Donation Thank You & Update Letter. 

Old Business:

Well No. 9 Project
	Two outstanding issues that are preventing the well from being fully operational, the flow meter which will be replaced in the near future, and the failure of the antenna’s radio connection from Well No. 9 to the reservoir which Keystone is looking into additional options such as cellular. 
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Richard Strickler to approve and execute Kinsley Construction payment application #7 in the amount of $6,390.00; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize a PennVEST requisition in the amount of $6,390.00; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Richard Strickler to approve and execute Garden Spot Electric payment application #4 in the amount of $49,550.16, which includes change order #2; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Richard Strickler to authorize a PennVEST requisition in the amount of $49,550.16; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Shawn Watrous to approve and execute Garden Spot Electric Change Order #2 in the amount of $3,508.06; motion unanimously carried. Casey Kerschner from HRG advised this cost to be reimbursed to the Borough through labor charges on HRG invoices. 
	
Elevated Water Storage Tank
	Working on shop drawings, anticipating breaking ground between August and December.

Millbach Water Line Extension - Nothing new to report.
	
Park Project
	HRG is working with YSM and applying for CFA grant, holding off on NPDES permit closeout, and waiting on updated as builds.
	President Bricker advised the total budget for phase two is $353,400.00, phase two includes an entrance memorial plaza, half-court basketball, fitness plaza, off-street parking including ADA space, Pine Street sidewalk improvements, landscaping, and DCNR funding recognition sign. This phase is partially funded by DCNR grant funds.
	A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman to authorize and execute the YSM Landscape Architect service agreement for phase two of the Richland Borough Park Revitalization Project; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Shawn Watrous, seconded by Matthew Johnson to approve the landscaping quote received from Oakdale Nursery in the amount of $907.50; motion unanimously carried with four in favor and two abstaining. President Bricker and President Pro Tem Larry Hartman abstained due to a personal connection.

Richland Green Development
	Developer has submitted a C-900 Waiver Request, Casey Kerschner advised the development is a private community and C-900 is cheaper than ductile iron and would provide a large cost savings to the developer, HRG has provided a letter documenting that C-900 is a suitable substitute. A motion was made by Shawn Watrous, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize a modification to the Richland Borough Rules and Regulations to permit the use of private C-900 in lieu of ductile iron pipe, beyond the water meter pit, as detailed on the plan; motion unanimously carried.

September 11th National Memorial Trail Alliance
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Richard Strickler to approve the placement of the trail signage as submitted on the local roads’ signage plan; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman to authorize execution of the September 11th Memorial Trail Alliance agreement; motion unanimously carried.

Knox Box Ordinance
	A motion was made by Shawn Watrous, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize the advertisement of the Know Box Ordinance for enactment at the May 12th council meeting; motion unanimously carried.

Sale Of Ferris Zero Turn Mower
	Secretary Schnoke advised the sale of the mower has been advertised and is currently listed for sale on Municibid. Online auction ends 4/28/26 and highest bid will be reviewed and accepted or denied at the April 28th workshop meeting.


2026 Road Repairs 
	Secretary Schnoke advised the project has been advertised and is currently out for bid, to date there have been six requests for the bid packet. Sealed bids will be accepted until 2pm on 4/28/26, sealed bids will be opened and recorded at the April 28th workshop, bid packets will be reviewed by the Borough Solicitor prior to project award at the May 12th council meeting.

Spring Yard Waste & Leaf Collection
	Spring Yard Waste Collection Date  Thursday, April 30th
	Spring Leaf Collection Date  Friday, May 1st 
	A motion was made by Shawn Watrous, seconded by Richard Strickler to execute the intermunicipal agreement with South Lebanon Township for the use of their yard waste & recycling center; motion unanimously carried.

New Business:

2026 Insurance Renewal
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Shawn Watrous to approve the 2026 property, liability, auto, and cyber insurance policy renewal, with an increase of approximately $2,100.00; motion unanimously carried.

Escrow Account Setup
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize Secretary Schnoke to open an escrow account with PLGIT for the Richland Railroad Diner project; motion unanimously carried.

Michelle Voydik mentioned she felt the quality of the street sweeping was not good and that there are piles of cinders in front of her house.

Secretary Schnoke advised she received a request from ELCO Youth Softball to utilize the open grass space at the park for 6U practice. Council discussed this and expressed concern that there are kids playing in this area and there is no way to guarantee availability and additionally parking is limited. Council recommended ELCO Youth Softball contact the Fire Company to utilize the fields at the carnival grounds, the consensus was that the carnival grounds would be a better fit because there is a larger open space and parking is more abundant. Secretary Schnoke will follow up with ELCO Youth Softball regarding this matter.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by Shawn Watrous, seconded by Richard Strickler, to adjourn; motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke,
Richland Borough Secretary 

