	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Regular Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, March 10, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, March 10, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.

President Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, Vice-President Richard Strickler, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, Robert Rittle, Mayor Owen Landes, Solicitor Andrew George, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also in attendance was James Kinney from Herbert, Rowland & Grubic. Absent were Councilmembers Shawn Watrous and Mark Brubaker, and Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous month’s meeting minutes. A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on February 10, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months workshop minutes. A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous workshop held on February 24, 2026; motion unanimously carried.
President Bricker opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There were three (3) visitor’s present. 
Christopher Snyder – 818 E. Linden Street – Inquired how long the sewer main project on E. Linden Street will last. Benjamin Becker advised the timeframe is unknown and questions regarding the project should be directed to the Millcreek-Richland Joint Authority. 

Michelle Voydik – 29 N. Race Street – No Comment.

Chelsea Peifer – LebTown – No Comment

The following Committee reports were presented to Council: Water Report, Recreation Report, Highway Report, Property Report, Personnel Report, Finance Report, and Safety Report. 
Water Committee – Nothing to report.

Recreation Committee – Nothing to report.

Highway Committee – Nothing to report.
Property Committee – Nothing to report.
Personnel Committee – Nothing to report.
Finance Committee – Nothing to report.
Safety Committee – Nothing to report.
A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to accept the Committee Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The following reports were presented to the Council: Mayor Report, Road Supervisor Report, Water Report, Office Report, Engineer Report, Solicitor Report, Code Enforcement Report, State Police Report, and Millcreek-Richland Joint Authority Report. 
Mayor Report – No report submitted. 
Road Supervisor’s Report – No questions about the report. Matthew Johnson advised that the threat of water service lines has passed, and all properties have been notified to stop running water.
Water Report – No questions about the report.
Office Report – No questions about the report. 
Engineer’s Report – No questions about the report. James Kinney from HRG provided the following updates for ongoing projects.
Elevated Water Storage Trank – CB&I is still submitting shop drawings.

	Well No. 9 – Working to resolve the antenna issues; The suggest solution for the flow meter issue is to put in an analog card; the VFD threw an error and was reset but the same error persisted, a new VFD has been shipped and should arrive in a week or two. 

	Park Project -	Casey Kerschner with HRG is in contact with Chuck Strodoski at YSM Landscape architects regarding phase 2.
Millbach Water Line Extension – Nothing new. 
Main Street Stormwater Conveyance Pipe – Nothing new.
N. Race Street Restoration – Nothing new.
Richland Green Development – Water facilities review letter was issued; if relief granted to utilize C-900 it will state that DR 18 must be used; 220 additional EDU’s was acknowledged; acknowledged that plans were provided to the Neptune Fire Company.
SALDO – Estimated cost to create a SALDO is $120,000; process takes approximately 12 months; looking into potential grant funding for this project; could use Myerstown Borough’s SALDO ordinance as a reference/template; Engineer would bill by time & material.
Solicitor’s Report –No questions about the report. Solicitor George advised 
Code Enforcement Officer Report – No questions about the report.
Police Report – No questions about the report. 
MRJA Report – Meeting was held March 2, 2026, the next meeting will be held April 6, 2026. President Bricker advised there is still a vacant position for Richland that needs to be appointed.
A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to accept the Officials Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The Financial Reports for February 2026 were not submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. Secretary Schnoke advised the office internet connection has been down since Thursday and she was unable to access and print the financial report, the February financial report will be submitted at the April meeting.
The invoices were presented and reviewed by Councilmember Matthew Johnson. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Richard Strickler, to pay all the invoices submitted; Motion unanimously carried. 
A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Larry Hartman, to ratify the bills paid; Motion unanimously carried.
The following communications were received: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098994]Weidle February 2026 Monthly Municipal Recycling Report  3.97 Tons
· 2 Zoning/Building Permit Application Received
· 1 Zoning/Building Permit Issued.
· Martin Paving  Street Sweeping Dates Thursday, April 9th, 7 Friday, April 10th.
· Millcreek-Richland Joint Authority  Chairmain John Wolgemuth resignation letter. 

Old Business:

Well No. 9 – project update provided by James Kinney during engineer’s report.
	
Elevated Water Storage Tank - project update provided by James Kinney during engineer’s report.

Millbach Water Line Extension - project update provided by James Kinney during engineer’s report.
	
Playground Project - project update provided by James Kinney during engineer’s report.
	Council discussed the crabgrass treatment and overseeding of the park.

Richland Green Development - project update provided by James Kinney during engineer’s report.
	Elm Street & Chestnut Street Intersection –

	C-900 Waiver Request – 

Ratification of Ford Interceptor Transmission Repair
	Three Quotes obtained: Steve’s Transissions $7,000; Martin’s Auto Repair $5,238.58; Westlee Automotive $7,901.90.
	Transmission has a 3 year or 100,000 mile warranty.
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Robert Rittle to ratify the transmission repair of the 2020 Ford Interceptor performed by Martin Auto Repair in the amount of $5,432.58; motion unanimously carried.

Sale of Ferris Zero Turn Mower
	A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Matthew Johnson to adopt Resolution 2026-15 Sale of Ferris Zero Turn Mower; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Richard Strickler to authorize Secretary Schnoke to advertise the sale of the Ferris Zero Turn Mower; motion unanimously carried.	

New Business:

Herbert, Rowland & Grubic Retainer Agreement
	James Kinney with HRG advised this is a standard retainer agreement that HRG does with all of their clients, it simply puts paper to the relationship. Solicitor George advised he reviewed the agreement and it is standard practice. 
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle to execute the Herber, Rowland & Grubic Retainer Agreement; motion unanimously carried.

2026 pest Control Contract Renewal
	Secretary Schnoke advised the contract renewal proposal reflects no price increase for 2026.
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to approve the renewal of the 2026 Pest Control Contract with Pest Pirates in the amount of $600.00; motion unanimously carried.

Lebanon County Conservation District 2026 Spring Mosquito Flyer
	Council directed Secretary Schnoke to post the flyer at the Borough office, post office, and on the Borough website.

2026 Road & Alley Repairs
	Benjamin Becker advised the project includes tar and chipping Walnut Street and 2 inch mill and pave of poplar Street from E. Main Street to E. Linden Street.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Richard Strickler to authorize Secretary Schnoke to advertise the 2026 Road & Alley Repairs bid; motion unanimously carried.

Richland Heritage Society Flyer
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle to approve the inclusion of the Richland Heritage Society Flyer with the first quarter 2026 water billing; motion unanimously carried.

Knox Box Ordinance
	Council discussed a draft ordinance pertaining to the installation and maintenance of key boxes called Knox Boxes to be required for new construction and alterations for commercial and multi-unit properties. The ordinance would identify enforcement and penalties for violations. This matter was tabled for further consideration.

Councilmember Mark Brubaker Resignation Letter
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Richard Strickler to accept with regret the resignation letter submitted by councilmember Mark Brubaker; motion unanimously carried.

President Bricker announced that Council will recess the Regular Session and enter Executive Session at 7:46 p.m. to discuss personnel & legal matters. 
The Council returned from Executive Session at 8:07 p.m. after discussing personnel & legal matters and reconvening the Regular Session with no action taken.

James Kinney of HRG provided an update that the VFD for the Well No. 9 project was overnighted and is expected to arrive tomorrow.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to adjourn; motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke,
Richland Borough Secretary 

