	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Special Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, January 13, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
A special meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.

President Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, Vice President Richard Strickler, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, Robert Rittle, Shawn Watrous, and Secretary Rebecca Schnoke. Absent was Councilmember Mark Brubaker, Mayor Owen Landes, Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker.
President Bricker opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There were two (2) people present. 
Chelsea Peifer – LebTown – No Comment.

Cindy Chernich – 401A Oak Street – Inquired about the purpose of Resolution 2026-13 intent to increase water rates, and if rates are being increased now. President Bricker moved into new business to address this inquiry.

New Business:

Resolution 2026-13 Intent to increase water rates in an amount sufficient to cover payment of debt service, operation & maintenance costs, and any other debt service associated with the PennVEST funding of the construction of improvements to the Borough’s water collection, storage, and transportation system. 
President Bricker explained that the cost of the new elevated water storage tank is approximately five million dollars and that the Borough has received some grant money and is pursuing a loan through PennVEST for the remaining funds. Water rates are not being raised at this time, this resolution is required by PennVEST for settlement of the water tank funding and the resolution simply states that the Borough will raise water rates if necessary to pay the debt service, as an assurance the Borough is not going to default on the loan. 
A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman to adopt Resolution 2026-13 Intent to increase water rates in an amount sufficient to cover payment of debt service, operation & maintenance costs, and any other debt service associated with the PennVEST funding of the construction of improvements to the Borough’s water collection, storage, and transportation system, with clarification that water rates are not increasing at this time; motion unanimously carried.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by Shawn Watrous, seconded by Robert Rittle, to adjourn. Motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:06 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke,
Richland Borough Secretary 
