	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Regular Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, November 11, 2025, 7:00 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, November 11, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.
President Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker thanked all those that have served and are currently serving our country.
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, James Niethammer, Richard Strickler, Robert Rittle, Mayor Owen Landes, Solicitor Andrew George, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also in attendance was James Kinney from Becker Engineering. Absent was Vice President Mark Brubaker, and Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months minutes. A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Richard Strickler, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on October 14, 2025; motion unanimously carried.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months minutes. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous workshop meeting held on October 28, 2025; motion unanimously carried.
[bookmark: _Hlk208327425]President Bricker opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There was one (1) citizen present. 
Michelle Voydik – 29 N. Race Street – Asked about the poor condition of Poplar Street and when it will be repaired. President Bricker advised the repair is being budgeted for 2026. Michelle Voydik advised the Issac Meier Homestead winter giving fence January 7th through March 15th, starting in December a donation box will be in the Myerstown library.
The following Committee reports were presented to Council: Water Report, Highway Report, Property Report, Finance Report, Safety Report, and Personnel Report. 
Water Committee – Nothing to report.

Recreation Committee – Richard Strickler reported the sinkhole repair is complete.

Highway Committee – Nothing to report.
Property Committee – Nothing to report.
Personnel Committee – Nothing to report.
Finance Committee – President Bricker advised still working on budget.
Safety Committee – Nothing to report.
A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Robert Rittle, to accept the Committee Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The following reports were presented to the Council: Mayor Report, Road Supervisor Report, Office Report, Solicitor Report, Code Enforcement, and State Police Report. 
Mayor Report – No report submitted. Mayor Owen Landes advised the tree lighting setup is complete and 1,400 new lights have been added. Tree Lighting Ceremony will be November 22nd at 5pm.
Road Supervisor’s Report – No questions about the report. Benjamin Becker advised some people are placing piles of leaves right next to vehicles, public works will not pick these piles to avoid any damage to personal property. 
Water Report – No questions about the report.
Office Report – No questions about the report. Secretary Schnoke advised there is an issue with the new printer, Government Surplus is allowing the Borough to exchange it for another new printer.
Engineer’s Report –No questions about the report. James Kineey of Becker Engineering provided the following updates for ongoing projects.
	Well No. 9 – Waiting for VFD, should arrive 11/15/25. Generator pad conduit solution identified.
	Elevated Water Storage Tank – PennVEST funding approved, Jan 5th is the next call and tentative settlement Jan. 15th, must settle by Jan. 31st.
	Park Project – Waiting for as-builts for NPDES closeout.
	Millbach Water Line Extension – Grant previously submitted for PA small water grant & waiting for award, will also be submitting for an LSA grant.
	Main Street Stormwater Conveyance System – submitting a grant application for an LSA grant.	
Solicitor’s Report –No questions about the report. 
Code Enforcement Officer Report – No questions about the report.
Police Report – No questions about the report. 
MRJA Report – Meeting was held November 11, 2025, electronic copies of the monthly reports are on file and available for viewing upon request, the next meeting will be held December 1, 2025. Still looking for a representative from Richland Borough to appoint to the board.
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Richard Strickler, to accept the Officials Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The Financial Reports for October 2025 were submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Matthew Johnson to approve the Financial Report, and have it placed on file for Audit. Motion unanimously carried.
The invoices were presented and reviewed by Councilmember James Niethammer. A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Larry Hartman, to pay all the invoices submitted; Motion unanimously carried. 
A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Larry Hartman, to ratify the bills paid; Motion unanimously carried.
The following communications were received: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098994]October 2025 Monthly Municipal Recycling Report from Weidle – 4.52 Tons
· 1 Zoning/Building Permit Applications Received
· 6 Zoning/Building Permits Issued
· Conrad Siegel  September 2025 Recap.
· Diversified Technology  Notice of CAC system updates.
· PSAB  October 2025 Update.
· Leb. Co. Emergency Response Team  Volunteer Training/Cert Flyer
· FirstEnergy  Notice of transmission line maintenance in the area of 7 E. New Street. 
· PURTA  2024 Distribution received $522.81
· Comcast  Q3 2025 Cable Franchise Fee received $5,918.38
· Leb. Co. Planning  Announcement of 2026 Marcellus Shale Grant Program Opening.
· PA Turnpike  October 2025 News & Updates.
· Leb. Co. Conservation District  2025 Mosquito survey, season summary.

Old Business:
Well No. 9
	Update – Secretary Schnoke advised PennVEST Well No. 9 Disbursement #2 received & repayment amortization schedule received.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Richard Strickler to authorize and execute Kinsley Construction LLC payment application No. 6 in the amount of $8,284.50 for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by James Niethammer to authorize a PennVEST requisition in the amount of $8,284.50 for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman to approve to grant Contract #1 Change Order #1 time extension request for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.
A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Matthew Johnson to approve to grant Contract #2 Change Order #2 time extension request for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.

Elevated Water Storage Tank
	Update – President Bricker advised PennVEST call #3 tentatively scheduled for January 5, 2026, and settlement tentatively scheduled for January 15, 2026.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by James Niethammer to authorize the preparation and advertisement of the LGUDA Ordinance for the Elevated Water Storage Tank PennVEST Funding for enactment at the November 2025 workshop meeting; motion unanimously carried.	

Park Project 
	Update – President Bricker advised the sinkhole repair & punch list items are complete, waiting for final as-builts for NPDES closeout, and crabgrass treatment and overseeding to occur Spring of 2026.
	Park Winterization- council discussed when the park should be winterized. After consideration it was determined that December 1st, 2025, the bottle filling station will be shut off, drained, and winterized, and the pickleball nets will be taken down and gates locked. Secretary Schnoke will prepare a sign to be posted giving notice of the date.

Reservoir Cleaning & Inspection
	Council reviewed two quotes received, Atlantic Underwater Services $4,550.00 cleaning services by a remote operated vehicle and In Depth Inc. $4,750.00 cleaning services by divers. Per the engineer’s review of the quotes the In Depth Inc. proposal is more comprehensive, and per Borough employees, previous attempts to clean the reservoir using an ROV were unsuccessful. After diligent comparison and consideration of all matters a motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Matthew Johnson to approve the quote from In Depth Inc. to perform the cleaning and inspection of the water reservoir, in the amount of $4,750.00; motion unanimously carried.

Main Street Stormwater Management Pipe
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by James Niethammer to adopt and execute Resolution 2025-24 LSA Grant Application Resolution for the Main Street Stormwater Management Pipe in the amount of $1,000,000.00; motion unanimously carried.

Radar Speed Signs
	Council briefly discussed possible locations for the placement of the radar speed signs. Larry Hartman is going to meet with public works employees to go around and identify placement locations.

Budget
	Copies of the proposed budget were provided to Council to review prior to workshop, so the proposed budget can be finalized and advertised open for inspection for adoption at the December meeting.
	A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Larry Hartman to authorize Secretary Schnoke advertise the 2026 Proposed Budgets open for Inspection on 11/26/2025 for adoption at the 12/9/25 Council meeting; motion unanimously carried. 

New Business:
Borough EMC
	Brianna Laliberte, the Borough EMC provided a municipal briefing. Encourage all to have either homeowners insurance or renters insurance. Requesting to meet with the Borough to create a continuity of operations plan outlining how the Borough operates and can continue to serve the community in the event the Borough is unable to operate out of the municipal building.

Richland Heritage Society
	Invitation letter for Council to attend the Wreath’s Across America Ceremony.

2026 Proposed Meeting Schedule
	Council reviewed the proposed 2026 meeting schedule.
		Reorganization Meeting – Monday, January 5, 2025 at 7:00 pm
		Regular Monthly Meetings – second Tuesday at 7:00 pm
		Workshop Meetings – fourth Tuesday at 6:30 pm as needed
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by James Niethammer to approve the proposed 2026 meeting schedule; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize Secretary Schnoke to advertise the approved 2026 meeting schedule; motion unanimously carried.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Larry Hartman, to adjourn. Motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:47 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke, 
Richland Borough Secretary 
