	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Regular Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, December 9, 2025, 7:00 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.

President Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, James Niethammer, Richard Strickler, Robert Rittle, Mayor Owen Landes, Solicitor Andrew George, and Secretary Rebecca Schnoke. Also in attendance was James Kinney from Becker Engineering. Absent was Vice President Mark Brubaker, Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months minutes. A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Richard Strickler, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on November 11, 2025; motion unanimously carried.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months workshop minutes. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Robert Rittle, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous workshop held on November 25, 2025; motion unanimously carried.
President Bricker opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There were three (3) citizens present. 
Michelle Voydik – 29 N. Race Street – No Comment.

Dana Moyer – 107 Walnut Street – provided an update on the feral cat TNR program. The program held successful fundraisers and conducted community outreach at the Myerstown Block Party and Richland Harvest Fair. Since January, 208 cats have been processed throughout the county, with approximately 10-15 being from Richland. Dana Moyer advised Marion Township plans to start a contract with No Nonsense Neutering in 2026; Millcreek Township already has one and requested council to consider a contract with No Nonsense for cat management. Dana Moyer stated that a contract for just 5 to 10 cats per year could encourage more residents to participate if the service were free to them. The information will be sent to the Borough for consideration.


Ashton Faust – 11 W. Main Street – No Comment

The following Committee reports were presented to Council: Water Report, Highway Report, Property Report, Finance Report, Safety Report, and Personnel Report. 
Water Committee – Nothing to report.

Recreation Committee – Nothing to report.

Highway Committee – Nothing to report.
Property Committee – Nothing to report.
Personnel Committee – Nothing to report.
Finance Committee – Nothing to report.
Safety Committee – Nothing to report.
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by James Niethammer, to accept the Committee Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The following reports were presented to the Council: Mayor Report, Road Supervisor Report, Office Report, Solicitor Report, Code Enforcement, and State Police Report. 
Mayor Report – No report submitted. Mayor Owen Landes stated the tree lighting ceremony was a big success and highlighted strong public participation and positive feedback from residents from within and outside Richland. Mayor Owen Landes noted the Neptune Fire Company’s tour through Richland with Santa was a success and emphasized the children’s excitement and the communal spirit despite very cold weather. Officials expressed appreciation for the coordinated efforts among the fire company and beautification committee for these events. 
Road Supervisor’s Report – No questions about the report. 
Water Report – No questions about the report.
Office Report – No questions about the report. 
Engineer’s Report – No questions about the report. James Kineey of Becker Engineering provided the following updates for ongoing projects.
Elevated Water Storage Trank - A conference call to review settlement checklist items is scheduled for January 5th. A “letter of no prejudice” resolution is on the agenda, which will allow the contractor to order materials in advance of the January 15th PennVest settlement and ensure the borough can recoup those funds.

	Well No. 9 - The Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) is scheduled for delivery on December 22nd, with all installation and startup work to be completed by January 5th. It was noted that supply chain issues are making drives difficult to acquire and install across the industry.

	Park Project - The project is awaiting the finalization of as-built plans before submission to the Lebanon County Conservation District to close out the NPDES permit, finalization is anticipated in the spring.	
Millbach Water Line Extension - The award for a submitted grant has been delayed from November to a potential special meeting in December, but most likely to occur January. A separate LSA statewide grant was also submitted, with awards expected in September 2026.
Main Street Stormwater Conveyance Pipe – A $1 million LSA statewide grant was submitted, with awards expected no earlier than September 2026. Council members were informed of an upcoming opportunity to observe a stormwater culvert lining project in Penn Township, using a similar process to what Richland is considering.
N. Race Street Restoration - The borough is still waiting on PennDOT site visit to assess a handicapped-accessible ramp, expected to occur in the spring.
Richland Green Development – Nothing new.
Solicitor’s Report –No questions about the report.
Code Enforcement Officer Report – No questions about the report.
Police Report – No questions about the report. 
MRJA Report – Meeting was held December 1, 2025, electronic copies of the monthly reports are on file and available for viewing upon request, the next meeting will be held January 12, 2026. 
A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to accept the Officials Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The Financial Reports for November 2025 were submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Matthew Johnson to approve the Financial Report, and have it placed on file for Audit. Motion unanimously carried.
The invoices were presented and reviewed by Councilmember James Niethammer. A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman, to pay all the invoices submitted; Motion unanimously carried. 
A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Larry Hartman, to ratify the bills paid; Motion unanimously carried.
The following communications were received: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098994]Weidle November 2025 Monthly Municipal Recycling Report  4.21 Tons
· No Zoning/Building Permit Application Received
· 1 Zoning/Building Permit Issued.
· Commonwealth of PA  October 2025 State Police fines received $299.87.
· Kraft Municipal Group  Notice of Gary Kraft’s retirement & appointment of Joe Neidert & Joe Boulanger to the role of Vice President.
· FEMA  notice of extension of the grace period for payment of National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) premiums.
· Keystone Collections Group  2024 Local EIT tax filing update.
· PSAB  2026 newly elected or re-elected municipal officials training flyer.
· Resident Letter  letter from Bob & Sally Schaeffer expressing gratitude to Borough Council & Borough employees for their efforts and services.

Old Business:

Well No. 9
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by James Niethammer to authorize and execute Garden Spot Electric Inc. payment application no. 3 in the amount of $44,982.50 for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.

A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Richard Strickler to approve to authorize a PennVEST requisition in the amount of $44,982.50 for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.
Elevated Water Storage Tank
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman to authorize the adoption and execution of Resolution 2025-25, declaring the Borough’s official intent to reimburse general funds used to construct improvements to its public drinking water system with funds received from the Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority; motion unanimously carried.

Playground Project 
	A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Richard Strickler to ratify the execution of change order no. 6 in the amount of $9,761.70 for the additional material required for the sinkhole repair; motion unanimously carried.

	Council reviewed YSM’s recommendation for final payment to SLC Excavating. A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman to approve and execute SLC Excavating LLC final payment application no. 8 in the amount of $80,960.88 for the Dr. E.O. Moehlmann Field Phase 1 Project; motion unanimously carried.

2026 Budget - Council reviewed the proposed 2026 budget with no proposed tax increase. A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Robert Rittle to adopt the 2026 budgets for all Borough accounts; motion unanimously carried.

Auditing Proposals – Due to the retirement of the current auditor, Secretary Schnoke sent out professional service requests. Council reviewed and considered the eight proposals received.  The proposal received from Jones and Company PC was the cheapest price, audit will be conducted on-site and includes the completion and filing of the required DCED audit and providing audited financial statements needed for PennVest. A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Robert Rittle to hire the firm of Jones and Company PC for a three-year term (2025-2027 audits) to complete the DCED audit and audited financial statements at a cost of $9,500 for 2025, $10,000 for 2026, and $10,500 for 2027; motion unanimously carried.

New Business:

Sidewalk Snow Removal – President Bricker advised the current ordinance requires sidewalks to be cleared/passable and safe within 24 hours of a snow event’s conclusion. Council discussed how to address issues with non-compliance, the council established a new enforcement process. 
· Following the 24-hour period, a door hanger will be posted on non-compliant properties, giving the property an additional 24 hours to clear the sidewalk.
· If the sidewalk remains unclear, the borough will perform the work and issue fines.
· The council emphasized and strongly encouraged neighbors to help one another, particularly the elderly or those with health issues.
Secretary Schnoke will include this information in the December newsletter.

2026 Refuse Exemption Requests – council reviewed the list of 2026 refuse/recycling exemption requests submitted by multi-units and businesses. President Bricker advised to qualify for exemptions, these entities must maintain a dumpster service and submit a copy of an invoice with their request form. A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Richard Strickler to approve the list of 2026 refuse/recycling waiver requests submitted by multi-units and businesses and grant the exemptions; unanimously carried.
President Bricker advised James Niethammer’s term is ending December 31, 2025. The Council expressed gratitude to James Niethammer and thanked him for all of his years of service.

Michelle Voydik asked when the reorganization meeting will be held. President Bricker advised the first meeting of the new year, a reorganization meeting, is scheduled to be held at 7pm on January 5th, 2026. Subsequent meetings will resume the regular schedule on the second Tuesday of each month.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman, to adjourn. Motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke,
Richland Borough Secretary 

