	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Regular Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, October 14, 2025, 7:00 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, October 14, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.
President Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, James Niethammer, Richard Strickler, Robert Rittle, Mayor Owen Landes, Solicitor Andrew George, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also in attendance was James Kinney from Becker Engineering. Absent was Vice President Mark Brubaker, and Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months minutes. A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on September 9, 2025; motion unanimously carried.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months minutes. A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Robert Rittle, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous workshop meeting held on September 23, 2025; motion unanimously carried.
[bookmark: _Hlk208327425]President Bricker opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There were no citizens present. 
The following Committee reports were presented to Council: Water Report, Highway Report, Property Report, Finance Report, Safety Report, and Personnel Report. 
Water Committee – Nothing to report.

Recreation Committee – Nothing to report.

Highway Committee – Secretary Schnoke advised the radar speed signs were ordered and should arrive in the next two weeks.
Property Committee – Nothing to report.
Personnel Committee – Nothing to report.
Finance Committee – President Bricker advised Richard Strickler, Secretary Schnoke, and herself met 9/30/25 to work on the 2026 budget, budget preparation will continue.
Safety Committee – Nothing to report.
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Richard Strickler, to accept the Committee Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The following reports were presented to the Council: Mayor Report, Road Supervisor Report, Office Report, Solicitor Report, Code Enforcement, and State Police Report. 
Mayor Report – No report submitted. 
Road Supervisor’s Report – No questions about the report. 
Water Report – No questions about the report.
Office Report – No questions about the report. Secretary Schnoke advised the purchase of a new printer was budgeted for 2025. The all-in-one multipurpose printer she priced is approximately $3,300, the Harrisburg Government Surplus Warehouse sent an email that they received a batch of the same model printers new in the box, they are selling for $750.00, Secretary Schnoke has purchased one.
Engineer’s Report – President Bricker advised approximately 3 weeks ago she received a call from Dan Becker to inform her that Becker Engineering is merging with HRG, nothing will change except we will see him more because he will be more involved with the day-to-day engineering going forward. He wanted to inform the Borough prior to any communications announcing the acquisition being released. No questions about the report. James Kineey of Becker Engineering provided the following updates for ongoing projects.
	Well No. 9 – Waiting for the VFD to arrive. PPL should be finished this month. Waiting on 
Garden Spot Electric for an answer to a conduit question pertaining to the generator.
	Elevated Water Storage Tank – 10/15/25 should receive decision on request for additional PennVEST funds. 
	Park Project – Stormwater O&M agreement prepared, reviewed by solicitor & ready for execution. 
	Millbach Water Line Extension – Grant has not been awarded yet, looking to submit an LSA grant application as well.
	Main Street Stormwater Conveyance System – Excavating and replacing the pipes could be a million dollar plus project. Becker Engineering is looking into alternative repair options that would save the Borough considerably. A meeting to take place next week with Guyer Brother’s to review the pipe conditions and determine if their alternative methods of repair are feasible.
	Reservoir Cleaning/Inspection – Becker Engineering obtaining additional quotes. One verbal quote received to date from Atlantic Underwater in the amount of $3,500, they use a submersible machine, but cannot pick up concrete debris, if concrete debris present a diver would be required, resulting in a price increase.
Solicitor’s Report –No questions about the report. Solicitor George advised nothing new regarding PUC petition.
Code Enforcement Officer Report – No questions about the report.
Police Report – No questions about the report. 
MRJA Report – Meeting was held October 6, 2025, electronic copies of the monthly reports are on file and available for viewing upon request, the next meeting will be held November 3, 2025. 
A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Larry Hartman, to accept the Officials Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The Financial Reports for September 2025 were submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle to approve the Financial Report, and have it placed on file for Audit. Motion unanimously carried.
The invoices were presented and reviewed by Councilmember James Niethammer. A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman, to pay all the invoices submitted; Motion unanimously carried. 
A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Larry Hartman, to ratify the bills paid; Motion unanimously carried.
The following communications were received: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098994]Weidle September 2025 Monthly Municipal Recycling Report  10.49 Tons
· 4 Zoning/Building Permit Application Received
· 4 Zoning/Building Permit Issued.
· Keystone Collections Group  Notice of USPS recurring issues.
· Governor Josh Shapiro  9/11 National Memorial Trail Alliance partnership to complete trail signage by 2026 to mark the 25th anniversary in remembrance of the heroes & events of 9/11/2001. 
· Leb. Co. Treasurer/Tax Claim Director Sallie Neuin retired from County Treasurer as of 9/26/25.
· Keystone Collections Group  October newsletter.
· Pennsylvania One Call  Call 811 before you DIG educational newsletter.


Old Business:
Well No. 9
	A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize and execute Kinsley Construction LLC payment application No. 5 in the amount of $56,727.00 for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman to authorize and execute Garden Spot Electric, Inc. payment application No. 2 in the amount of $82,105.00 for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize a PennVEST requisition in the amount of $138,832.00 for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by James Niethammer to grant Garden Spot Electric’s time extension request for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.

Elevated Water Storage Tank
	Project update provided during engineer’s report.	

Park Project 
	Secretary Schnoke advised she received a call from Cheri Matter with DCNR that at the DCNR meeting the Borough’s entire funding amendment request in the amount of $256,755.00 to cover total park project cost overages and the sinkhole repair was reviewed and approved. The Borough has already expended the money for the project overages so the funds will be a reimbursement in the amount of $246,340.00 and the Borough’s out of pocket cost for the sinkhole repair is the matching 20% in the amount of $2,603.79.
	Solicitor Andrew George advised a Stormwater Operations and Maintenance Agreement is required to be executed and recorded to close out the park project NPDES permit. The agreement simply states the Borough must take care of the park stormwater management facilities. A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Robert Rittle to authorize the execution of the Park Stormwater Operations and Maintenance Agreement required to close out the NPDES permit; motion unanimously carried.

Reservoir Cleaning & Inspection
	President Bricker advised she spoke with Misti from In Depth Inc., regarding the questions and concerns pertaining to the quote received in the amount of $4,750 and provided a summary of the discussion. Brief discussion occurred, additional quotes not yet received, the quote received from In Depth Inc. is valid for 90 days, this matter was tabled for further consideration.

New Business:
Main Street Stormwater Management Pipe
	Guyer Brothers coming 10/21/25 to review the pipes and consult.

Lebanon Country Humane Society 2025/2026 Stray Housing Agreement
	The agreement was reviewed.
	A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by James Niethammer to authorize execution of the 2025/2026 Lebanon County Humane Society Stray Housing Agreement; motion unanimously carried.

Ordinance No. 404 – Pension Ordinance
	Solicitor George advised this ordinance is required to correct previous oversight in not officially adopting this pension plan by ordinance.
	A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman to enact Ordinance No. 404 Pension Ordinance ratifying the adoption of the Borough of Richland Non-Uniformed Employees’ Pension Plan, Effective as of January 1, 2021; Ratifying subsequent amendments authorized by Ordinance No. 397; and Adopting an additional amendment to comply with the Secure 2.0 Act of 2022 provisions effective during 2024 through 2026; motion unanimously carried.

President Bricker announced that Council will recess the Regular Session and enter Executive Session President at 7:40 p.m. to discuss legal matters. 
The Council returned from the Executive Session at 7:57 p.m. after discussing legal matters and reconvening the Regular Session with no action taken.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Larry Hartman, to adjourn. Motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke, 
Richland Borough Secretary 
