	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Regular Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, September 9, 2025, 7:00 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, September 9, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.
President Bricker called the Richland Borough Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, Richard Strickler, Robert Rittle, Mayor Owen Landes, Solicitor Brian Boland, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman, and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also in attendance was James Kinney from Becker Engineering. Absent was Vice President Mark Brubaker, and Council member James Niethammer.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months minutes. A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on August 12, 2025; motion unanimously carried.
The President asked for a motion to approve the previous months minutes. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the previous workshop meeting held on August 26, 2025; motion unanimously carried.
[bookmark: _Hlk208327425]President Bricker opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. There were no citizens present. 
The following Committee reports were presented to Council: Water Report, Highway Report, Property Report, Finance Report, Safety Report, and Personnel Report. 
Water Committee – Nothing to report.

Recreation Committee – Richard Strickler reported the park looks good.

Highway Committee – Nothing to report.
Property Committee – Nothing to report.
Personnel Committee – Nothing to report.
Finance Committee – President Bricker advised a committee meeting will be arranged to begin working on 2026 budget.
Safety Committee – Nothing to report.
A motion was made by Richard Strickler, seconded by Larry Hartman, to accept the Committee Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The following reports were presented to the Council: Mayor Report, Road Supervisor Report, Office Report, Solicitor Report, Code Enforcement, and State Police Report. 
Mayor Report – No report submitted. Mayor Owen Landes expressed concerns regarding speeding in town and commented that there are properties in the Borough that are looking rough. 
Road Supervisor’s Report – No questions about the report. Dwight Belleman advised Kohl Brothers started working on installing the transducers.
Water Report – No questions about the report.
Office Report – No questions about the report. 
Engineer’s Report – No questions about the report. James Kineey of Becker Engineering provided the following updates for ongoing projects.
	Well No. 9 – Kinsley Construction paved the access road and PPL onsite 9/9/25.
	Elevated Water Storage Tank – Conditionally awarded pending PennVEST funding. Submitting request to PennVEST for additional funds, will only pay back the funds expended & interest only payments during construction.
	Park Project – SLC anticipated to be on site the week of 9/15/25 to complete minor grading and sinkhole repair.
	Millbach Water Line Extension – No news on grant application.
Solicitor’s Report –No questions about the report.
Code Enforcement Officer Report – No questions about the report.
Police Report – No questions about the report. 
MRJA Report – Meeting was held September 8, 2025, electronic copies of the monthly reports are on file and available for viewing upon request, the next meeting will be held October 6, 2025. 
A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle, to accept the Officials Reports. Motion unanimously carried. 
The Financial Reports for August 2025 were submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Schnoke. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to approve the Financial Report, and have it placed on file for Audit. Motion unanimously carried.
The invoices were presented and reviewed by Councilmember Matthew Johnson. A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Richard Strickler, to pay all the invoices submitted; Motion unanimously carried. 
A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson, to ratify the bills paid; Motion unanimously carried.
The following communications were received: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098994]Weidle August 2025 Monthly Municipal Recycling Report  4.8 Tons
· 3 Zoning/Building Permit Application Received
· 1 Zoning/Building Permit Issued.
· Lebanon Co. Bureau of Elections  Nov. 4, 2025, Municipal Election Draft Ballot.
· Governor Josh Shapiro  2025-26 State Budget update letter. 
· CNH Industrial Emissions compliance notice regarding backhoe.
· S&P Global Ratings  Information request to maintain credit ratings.
· Lebanon Co. Agricultural Land Preservation Board  Thank you letter & summary of 2025.

Old Business:
Well No. 9
	James Kinney advised the project is getting close to closeout and Kinsley is beginning to move offsite.
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Richard Strickler to approve to authorize and execute Kinsley Construction LLC payment application No. 4 in the amount of $97,146.00 for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Richard Strickler to approve to authorize and execute Garden Spot Electric, Inc. payment application No. 1 in the amount of $77,400.00 for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.
	A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to approve to authorize a PennVEST requisition in the amount of $174,546.00 for the Well No. 9 project; motion unanimously carried.
	Garden Spot Electric requested the Well No. 9 project substantial completion date be extended to 12/4/2025, due to the delay in receiving required material. Council discussed this matter and decided to table this matter for further consideration. President Bricker advised she will setup a call with Kinsley Construction, Garden Spot Electric, and Becker Engineering to discuss the Borough’s displeasure with the delay due to contractor’s mismanagement.

Elevated Water Storage Tank
	James Kinney provided an approximate project timeline - October 15th, 2025, should know PennVEST funding decision, settlement would occur in December, and project could potentially start January 2026.

Park Project 
	Secretary Schnoke advised DCNR mailed a project expiration Notice, simply stating the completion date per the grant agreement.
	Secretary Schnoke advised the funding amendment request was submitted and is being reviewed by DCNR.

New Business:
Water Reservoir Cleaning & Inspection
Dight Belleman and Benjamin Becker advised that per the DEP inspection the reservoir is due to be cleaned and inspected and presented Council with a quote from In Depth Inc. for these services. A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Robert Rittle to approve the cleaning and inspection of the water reservoir by In Depth Inc. in the amount of $4,750.00 pending the Solicitor’s review and approval of the contract; motion unanimously carried.

Secretary Schnoke presented the 2026 pension MMO’s for Council to review. A motion was made by Matthew Johnson, seconded by Larry Hartman to approve and execute all 2026 Pension MMO’s, PMRS Non-Uniform Plan in the amount of $13,593.00, PMRS Police Plan in the amount of $0.00, and Conrad Siegel Non-Uniform Plan in the amount of $15,600.00; motion unanimously carried.

Council reviewed the request for a 2026 contribution to Lebanon County Agricultural Land Preservation. After discussing this matter, Council decided to table this matter for further consideration. 


Council reviewed and discussed quotes received for radar speed signs. After discussing this matter Council decided to decrease the quantity of signs and tabled this matter for further consideration. Council requested Secretary Schnoke to get updated quotes.

Secretary Schnoke advised the Richland Heritage Society is having the Bell Dedication Ceremony on September 20th, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. rain or shine and is requesting to restrict parking in front of the monument. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize the Richland Heritage Society to cone off 2-3 car lengths on S. Park Street in front of the monument the night before the Bell Dedication Ceremony to restrict parking to ensure the area is clear for the ceremony; motion unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Richard Strickler to approve Trick-OR-Treat to be held Friday, October 31st, 2025, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., rain or shine; motion unanimously carried.

Secretary Schnoke advised Patti Rowe is requesting to close Church Street for their annual Light the Night event. A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize the closure of Church Street from S. Race Street to Peach Alley on October 31st, 2025, for the Light the Night event; motion unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Larry Hartman, seconded by Matthew Johnson to authorize the Richland Fire Police to provide services to the Borough of Myerstown for the Holiday Parade to be held on Saturday, November 29, 2025, with a rain date of Sunday, November 30, 2025, contingent on the availability of the Fire Police; motion unanimously carried.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by Robert Rittle, seconded by Larry Hartman, to adjourn. Motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke, 
Richland Borough Secretary 
