	                                                                                  Richland Borough Council – Workshop Meeting
	                                                                                             Tuesday, September 23, 2025, 6:30 p.m.
A workshop meeting of the Richland Borough Council was held on Tuesday, September 23, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room at the Richland Borough Building. The President being in the chair and the Secretary being present.

President Bricker called the Richland Borough workshop Meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Bricker completed roll call, Present were President Kelly Bricker, President Pro Tem Larry Hartman, Councilmembers Matthew Johnson, James Niethammer, Robert Rittle, Richard Strickler, Secretary Rebecca Schnoke, and Road Laborer/Water Technician Benjamin Becker. Also present, Casey Kerschner from Becker Engineering. Absent was Vice President Mark Brubaker, Road Supervisor Dwight Belleman, and Mayor Owen Landes.
There were no citizens present.

Old Business:
Elevated Water Storage Tank
	Casey Kerschner advised next PennVEST meeting to be held on October 15th, 2025, and should find out if the additional funding request is awarded.

Well No. 9
	Casey Kerschner provided an update on this project and summarized the conference call held between Kelly Bricker, Becker Engineering, and Garden Spot Electric regarding the project delay and time extension request. The VFD will not be here until December, so the project is on hold until then. The reason for the delay is that Garden Spot misread the electrical specs resulting in a costly mistake, they requested a change order which was denied by Becker Engineering because it was the contractor’s error therefore, the contractor is responsible for the additional expense. 
	Garden Spot Electric Time Extension Request – this matter was tabled for further consideration.

Playground/Park Project
	Casey Kerschner advised that a stormwater operations and maintenance agreement is needed for the NPDES permit closeout, he will prepare the agreement and provide it to the solicitor for review prior to Council’s approval and execution.
	Sinkhole Repair – change order signed & submitted to add sinkhole repair to SLC contract, tentatively SLC will be in next week to start the repair. 
	Bottle Filling Station – Secretary Schnoke advised J.E. Horst filled the block wall with mortar and mounted the bottle filling station. President Bricker directed public works employees to connect the plumbing for the bottle fill station. Benjamin Becker advised they will get it done and while connecting the plumbing they will install a new sink and toilet which was previously budgeted. Benjamin Becker inquired if the absence of a walkway to the bottle filling station is an issue with accessibility. Robert Rittle advised there is no issue as the area is fairly level and grass is not a deterrent. 




	Park Issues – President Bricker advised there have been nonstop issues at the park, including destruction of park benches, toilet papering, filling the porta potty with large rocks, littering, and urinating in the pavilion. Secretary Schnoke advised it appears to be one girl roughly 5-8 years old in all incidents, security camera footage has been reviewed, and photos and videos of the incidents have been saved. Council discussed this matter and prosecution actions and decided to have Secretary Schnoke contact the State Police to handle the matter.

Radar Speed Signs
	Council reviewed and discussed the updated quotes received. A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Larry Hartman to authorize the purchase of five (5) radar speed signs from Radar Signs in the amount of $17,110.00; motion unanimously carried.

W. New Street Conditions
	Benjamin Becker provided the following update to Council; after speaking with the farmer, he cut the corn, disced the field along the road, filled in the washed-out area along the road and planted grass to correct the issue. Going forward he will leave a 4–6-foot grass strip between the road and his crop to avoid future wash out along the road.

Water Reservoir Cleaning – Council discussed the solicitors review and comments on the In Depth Inc. quote and decided no action is to be taken at this time due to further investigation and consideration required. President Bricker advised she will contact the company’s representative for further discussion.

New Business:
Richland Green Development
	Ownership of the two (2) Stormwater Pipes Under the Railroad – President Bricker advised she was contacted by Randy Hess regarding Ownership of the two Stormwater Pipes, that the railroad has no ownership agreement on file for the pipes and is not taking responsibility and is inquiring if the Borough would take ownership of the pipes, and if not can he have something stating the Borough is not taking ownership so he can move forward with the railroad to take ownership. President Bricker advised she informed Randy Hess the matter would need to be brought before Council, and she then contacted Becker Engineering. Casey Kerschner advised the developer is looking to clean out and possibly replace the two stormwater pipes in question which are currently completely clogged, allowing no water to pass through. Casey Kerschner advised his biggest concern which was noted in the previous plan review meeting held with the Borough, Developer, and Lebanon County and submitted in his plan review comments to Lebanon County is the impact on the farmers field if these pipes are opened. After lengthy discussion Council decided the Borough will have zero involvement in this matter and will take no ownership of the pipes.

Secretary Schnoke advised the Richland Beautification Committee is requesting to include their Tree Lighting Ceremony flyer with the third quarter water bill mailing. A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Matthew Johnson to approve the inclusion of the Richland Beautification Committee flyer with the third quarter 2025 water bill mailing; motion unanimously carried.




Employee Health Insurance Renewal - Council reviewed the Capital Blue Cross Renewal proposal.
A motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Richard Strickler to approve the 2026 employee health benefits renewal of the Capital Blue Cross medical Gold PPO 500/0/25 RX 250, Senior Plan, Vision 12/0 Optimal, and Dental PPO Choice plans with no employee contribution; motion unanimously carried.

Pickup Truck – Matthew Johnson advised the pickup truck is up for replacement based on the previously established 5-year replacement schedule. Benjamin Becker advised on the conditions of the pickup, currently the mileage is 20,000 and there are no known issues. Council discussed this matter and decided there is no need for replacement at this time, but this matter should be revisited for consideration every year.

President Bricker asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough. With no additional matters presented, a motion was made by James Niethammer, seconded by Robert Rittle, to adjourn. Motion unanimously carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:21 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Rebecca Schnoke,
Richland Borough Secretary 
